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TRE title of this Sermon contains 
the reaſon and apology for preach- 
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git. The death of 
4 S * 

ſuch a man is a general loſs; but 

the deceaſed was an intimate and 


valuable friend, and had connec- 


tion with the intereſt of Chriſt 
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2 SAMUEL II. 38. 


KNOW YE NOT THAT THERE IS A GREAT 
MAN FALLEN IN ISRAEL? 


TE wages of ſin is death. Had this 
propoſition been advanced in the earlier 
periods of the world, it would have been. 


believed by thoſe who obſerved events, as 
hiſtory ſhews in a variety of inſtances how 


the truth of it was exemplified. The de- 


pravity of man, and the propenſity of hu- 
B man 
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man nature to deal in  bload. and ſlaughter, 
diſcovered themſelves where we ſhould have 
leaſt expected them to have been found. 
For divine revelation is the rule of duty, 
and the commands of God are reſtraints on 
the paſſions of men; and to the Jews were 
committed the oragles, the law, the ſervice, 
and the promiſes of God. What treachery ! 
what mahee! what barbarity were found 
among thoſe people, who profeſſed allegi- 
ance to the living God, and pretended to 
be 4 by his precepts ! 


Perkdps the parties concerned in the hiſ- 
tory before us, ſuppoſed themſelves juſtified 


in their conduct by the nature and liberty of 
war — But the ſtain of fin is fixed on their 


memory, as the evil of it was conſpicuous in 
their practice. Sin, the bane of all peace, 


and the ſource of every miſery, raiſed a ſad 


commotion in the Jewiſh ſtate, which com- 
menced before, and continued after, the 
death of Saul. While Iſh-boſheth was abetted 
by Abner, his father's general, to, aſcend the 
throne, David 8 intereſt was ſupported by 
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Joab. The death of Ahaſael excited in his 
brother a ſpirit of revenge againſt Abner, 
by whom he had been ſlain, and it ſeems to 
have been heightened by a fear of commenc- 
ing rivalſhip in the eſteem of David. This 
Joab harboured until Abner's revolt gave 
him an opportunity to gratify it. It led 
him to perpetrate murder, and he did it by 
ſtratagem. While Abner was on his jour- 
ney, on which he ſet out with an intention to 
gain Iſrael over to the King, Joab called him 
back, as though he had been commiſſioned 
by David in order to furniſh him with ſome 
important hints tending to facilitate his de- 
ſign; © And when he was returned, Joab 
took him aſide: in the gate to ſpeak. with 
© him quietly, and he ſmote him under the 
fifth rib, and he died.” 


In het light David viewed this event we 
learn from the ſubſequent verſes. He made 
a reſpectable funeral for him compoſed an 
elegy peculiar to his admirable genius ut- 
tered it at the interment of the corpſe with 
the voice of weeping, and would not eat or 
B 2 drink 
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drink till the ſun went down. Nor was this 


an empty ceremony, for to impreſs the minds 
of the people with the death of Abner as a 
public loſs, and to diſcover his own affection 
and ſorrow; the King ſaid unto his ſervants, 
* Know ye not that a great man and a prince 
* 18 fallen to day in Iſrael?“ 


Met as we now are, to pay a due token 
of reſpect to the memory of a dear and ho- 
nored Miniſter, and to improve the ſolemn 
occurrence of his removal, tis unneceſſary to 


take in ſuch remarks as the hiftory yields at 


large. We have ſelected a few words in 
order to ſtir up our minds by way of remem- 


| brance, that the Iſrael of God is deprived 

of the gifts and labours of One, who, in his 
| ſphere and office was deſervedly conſidered a 
great man and a prince of miniſters But 


he is now fallen a victim to death and the 


grave, after having fallen from a capacity 
for his work and ſervice, and at a particular 
crifis, when our reaſon concluded he could 


ill be ſpared. I” 
The 


1 


The propriety of adopting. theſe words as 
ſuitable to the preſent diſpenſation is obvi- 
ous ; not becauſe we can run the parallel be- 
tween the Jewiſh Hero and the Man of God, 
but becauſe there were in our friend thoſe 

properties incluſive of Abner's character. 
Indeed ſo far as a miniſter is to be conſi- 
dered a principal officer in the church, hav- 
ing wiſdom and courage to purſue duty, 
and a capacity to rule and guide thoſe over 
whom he is placed, there is a ſimilarity of- 
character between him and the Ifraelitiſh 
general. In other reſpects the difference is 
very great—The one being infincere ; the 
other having truth in the inward part, and 
ſincerity in all his actions — The one being 
flexible to his king and his cauſe; the other 
being to his God and intereſt ſtedfaſt and 
immovable— The one acting from revenge | 
for a ſuppole& inſult ; the other attuated 
from conviction, principle and love The 
one reproved for. the carnality of his diſpo- 
ſition; the other applauded for the chaſtity 
of 5 deporiment. On compariſon then, 

we perceive a great diſparity, but it turns 
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to the honor of our deceaſed friend, who 


in all things approved himſelf the miniſter 
* of God, in much patience in affliction, by 
2 purenels, by knowledge, by long ſuffer- 
ing, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by 
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 

e the power of God, by the armour of righ- 
* teouſneſs on the right hand and on the 


left. But herein the compariſon holds 
good, each'being ſuited to his ſtation, and 


a real loſs to the intereſt of the people to 
whom he was united. 


Our friend appeared to be great in his 


relation to the church, and the manner in 


which he filled up his ſtation. We ſcruple 


not to make the aſſertion, to give proof of 


it and to defend it againſt thoſe who would 
deny the fact, view greatneſs in a wrong light, 


or conclude that alone deſerves the name 
which is judged fo in the eſtimation of men. 


Greatneſs is not to be defined from any 
outward adventitious circumſtances. There 
is frequently the eſſence of it where there is 

| none 


ty 1 


none of the appearance, and there is the 
ſhew of it where there is none of the reality. 
Proper ſpheres of action are the diſcoverers 
of true greatneſs for we muſt determine 
concerning it by conſidering men in their 
reſpective departments, and the way in 
which they fill them up. A man's know- 
ledge may be extenſive, but he cannot ex- 
cel in every thing. In the preſent ſtate his 


powers are very limitted, and his capacity 


reſpects ſome one particular object which 
ſnould be purſued. An improper diſpoſal of 
a man deprives him of an opportunity of ap- 


pearing what he would be, were his ſphere 


of action proper for him. Many a perſon 
is obſcured in the miniſtry who would have 
ſhone in trade; and there are ſome who are 
great in the pulpit who would be very in- 
conſiderable in buſineſs. The judge cannot 
be great as a phyſician ; nor can the phyſi- 
cian, whoſe life has been ſpent in the ſtudy 
of nature and medicine, be great as a ſoldier 
trained to arms. But each with a capacity 


ſuited to, and improved for, his reſpective 
| B 4 ſttation, 


8} 


ſtation, may ſhine ; but out of his proper 
place and work he is like the ſun eclipſed. 


God loves variety. He does not make 
all men the ſame, nor put them upon an 
equality. He has various purpoſes and 
works, and forms his inſtruments ſuitable 
to them. Now there is variety of gifts, but 
the ſame Spirit ; and there are differences of 
adminiſtration, but the ſame Lord; and 
there are diverſities of operations, but it 1s 
the ſame Lord which worketh all in all. 
The manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. And having 
gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, we ſhould uſe our ability and 
improve our talent in the way which na- 
ture dictates and Providence opens. 


The common ideas annexed to greatneſs 
are ſuch as lead us to the field or the court, 
to the king on the throne, or the general 
heading an army. We think of robes. 
crowns, ſceptres: we cannot forget Alex- 
ander conquering the world, or Newton 


weighing 


L 
weighing the planets. But how little do we 
regard the determination of truth. We are 
deceived by outward grandeur. That poor 
creature reſiding in an hovel, that zealous 
man teaching tranſgreſſors the way of ſalva- 

tion, we overlook: or ſhould we take know- 
ledge of them, it may be to deride them.— 
Little conſidering that they may be the ex- 
cellent of the earth, the pillars of the world. 


*Tis with the civil as with the natural bo- 
dy; the eye cannot ſay unto the hand, I have 
no need of thee, nor the head to the feet, I 
have no need of you. Nay, much more 
thoſe members of the body which ſeem more 
feeble are neceſſary, and on thoſe which we 
think leſs honorable, God hath beſtowed 
more abundant honor. So thoſe perſons in 
ſociety, who are accounted knaves by ſome, 
and fools by others, are more ſerviceable to 
mankind and more honored of God than 
thoſe who are highly eſteemed among men; 
for man judges after outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh to the heart.” 


We 
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We give all the reſpect to human great- 
neſs which 1s due, as 1t appears 1n the ſchool, 
the palace or the camp. But we muſt own 
it where God has particularly honored it, as 
it appears the patron and promoter of true 
religion, and enables a man to ſtand diſtin- 


guiſhed in the chriſtian world, or in the mi- 


niſterial office. Let the heroes, the philo- 
logiſts, the mathematicians, the philoſo- 
phers, the poets—Ye men of genius, ye men 


of ſcience, ye men of war, or whatever elſe 


can be adduced in conjunction with theſe 
repreſentatives of eſteemed greatneſs. We 
grant you all that is your due, the aſcrip- 
tions of praiſe conſiſtent with your ſphere ; 
but does greatneſs wholly center in, live and 
* with you ?—* Talk no more ſo exceed- 

ing proudly, let not arrogance come out 


* of your mouth. The Lord is a God of 


« © knowledge, by him actions and perſons 


are weighed. His judgment 1 1s according 
to truth. 7 


Though in compariſon with God all na- 
tions are as the drop of a bucket, or the 


ſmall 
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ſmall dufl of the balance, yet by comparing 
men with men, as well as regarding the de- 
ciſion of truth, there is a difference. And 
true greatneſs is to be found among thoſe 
who are deſpiſed by the world, and where 
many would ſuppoſe there was no probabi- 
lity of the exiſtence or opportunity for the 
exerciſe of magnanimity. He that is flow 
* to anger is greater than the mighty, and he 
* that ruleth his own ſpirit than he that tak- 
eth a city.” God has told us by the lips of 
his dear Son, that © among them who are 

born of woman, there hath not ariſen a_ 
greater than John the Baptiſt, nevertheleſs 
he that is leaſt in the kingdom of Heaven 
is greater than he.” By this ſacred in- 
tell: gence we are authoriſed to afſert—that 
the pious chriſtian and the uſeful miniſter is 

to be ranked with the truly reſpectable and 
great, and he advances in excellence as he 
ſinks in humility, grows in grace, and in- 
creaſes in ſucceſs, The tendency of the 
mind, the exertion of the life, and the glory 
of the reward, are deſcriptive of the great- 


neſs for which he is emulous. : 


„ 


By the tendency of the mind he aims 
to win ſouls and recover them from the 
ſnare and power of the Devil. To accom- 
pliſh this he longs in the bowels of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Being affectionately deſirous of their 
ſalvation, he is ready to impart, not the gol- 
pel only, but his own ſoul. True greatneſs. 
always ſympathizes. Hear the Jewiſh law- 
giver: Lord, if thou wilt not pardon this 
people, blot me, 1 pray thee, out of thy 
book. —Hear the great Apoſtle of the 
_— For I could wiſh that myſelf 

were accurſed from Chriſt for my kinſ- 
folk, my brethren, according to the fleſh.” 
And when in his beſt frame he is in 
ſome meaſure partaker of their ſpirit, as 
they had the ſame mind in them which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who became a curſe for us. 
In order to this there are certain qualifica- 
tions, natural, ſpiritual and acquired, requi- 
ſite; and he who is deſtitute of them, and 
unconcerned about them, deſerves not the 
character of a great man. In conjunction 
with attainments his magnanimity appears in 
diſpoſition. He has a comparative diſre- 
gard 


FE 8-3 
gard to the things of Earth. He endures 
hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Chriſt. He en- 


tangles not himſelf with the affairs of this 
life. Called to ſpend and be ſpent, and to 
labour even unto death, a detachment of 
affection from this world is neceſſary. Twas 
thus Paul diſcovered the greatneſs of his 
mind; for when informed of the ſufferings 
awaiting him at Jeruſalem, he was not de- 
tered—* None of theſe things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, 
* ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which I have received of 
the Lord Jefus, to teſtify the goſpel of the 
grace of God.” The man governed by 
ſuch principles is nobly above the frowns or 
ſmiles of men. He is unelivated by afflu- 
- ence, undepreſſed by poverty; in affliction 
he is patient, in danger bold, in honor hum- 
ble. He has a ſoul ſuperior to the Earth, 
he has overcome the world! 


Anſwerable to the bent of his mind is the 
exertion of his life. Tis as a man ſtriving 
for the maſtery, fighting for a crown, con- 
| 50 tending 
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tending for a kingdom, conquering a world. 
Difficulties and dangers only ſerve to make 
him appear what he is. To make full proof 


of his miniſtry Paul could brave the terrors 


of death, and live contented a life of the 


moſt complicated ſufferings with as much 
ſatisfaction as though he had been baſking 


in the ſunſhine of honor and affluence. 


| Though the ſame ſevere trial be not given 


to every miniſter to evidence his zeal, yet 
according to the teſt given, he will ſtudy to 
ſhew himſelf approved unto God. His life 


is diverted from lucrative purſuits, and de- 


voted to a miniſtry that has nothing gainful 
in it to attract his attention. Should it re- 
ward him above what he had reaſon to ex- 


pect, and more than he perſonally needs, it 


only gives him an opportunity to be uſeful in 
another way. He connects his own eternal 
concerns with thoſe of others, and endeavors 
to ſave himſelf and thoſe that hear him. He 
follows after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, 
© love, patience, meekneſs, in all things ſnew- 
in ghimſelf a pattern of good works, and pro- 
moting them upon proper principles in thoſe 
committed 
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committed to his care. In proportion as he 
is ſucceſsful in his labours of love, he be- 
comes a bleſſing to mankind, and an inſtru- 
ment of the good of ſociety, and deſerves to 
be held in reputation. He merits more 
praiſe than Cyrus or Alexander crowned 
with the laurels of conquered nations. 


But a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory ſhall be his reward. © They 
* that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
* the firmament, and they that turn many 
* to righteouſneſs as the ſtars. for ever and 
ever.“ Like his Lord, he may now be un- 
known, deſpiſed and perſecuted. He is. not 
to expect much praiſe or reward from the 
world. It doth not yet appear what he 
ſhall be; but if he © feeds the flock of God, 
taking the overſight thereof not by con- 
* ſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy luere, 
but of a ready mind; when the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall appear he ſhall receive a crown 
* ot glory that fadeth not away.” 


The 


T1] 

The relation of a miniſter to the church 
reſembles that of a general to an army. As 
the latter ſhould act for the welfare of the 
ſtate, and the honor of his ſovereign; ſo the 
good of ſouls, and the glory of Him who 
is head over all, are the leading motive and 
object with the former. The church is of 
neceſſity cantoned in ſeveral diviſions, or 
conſtituted of diſtin ſocieties. Each has its 
head and officer. If to him the gathering of 
the people be—if numbers are drawn by the 
attraction of his word if their faith groweth 
exceedingly, and the charity of every one 
of them toward each other aboundeth—if 
he moſt gladly ſpends his ſtrength, and not 
without evident marks of ſucceſs—. if he 
knows well how to rule and govern the 
church, his worth is great and his loſs muſt 
be conſiderable. | CT” 


That ſuch men ſhould die is no wonder 
when we recollett that © all fleſh is graſs, 
and the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of 
„ graſs.“ But tis often a matter of wonder 
and concern that they ſhould die ſo ſoon and 


be 


N 
be removed at a time when their continuance 
is ſo deſirable, and the proſperity of the 


church, according to our conceptions, de- 
pends ſo much on their exertions. 


As greatnels 1s not confined to the camp, 
neither is the {word the only inſtrument of 


death. That enemy has many means, and 


various avenues by which to reach the vitals 
of man. Theſe die of age; thoſe of acci- 
dents. That man fell in a moment, while 
this is viſited with lingering diſorder which 
corrodes the conſtitution like as a moth fret- 
eth a garment. © His fleſh is conſumed away 
te that it cannot he ſeen. Strength faileth him. 
His days are paſt, his purpoſes are broken 
* off even in the thoughts of his heart: if 
** he waits, the grave is his houſe.” But how- 
ever various the means, the event 1s ſure. It 
is appointed unto all men once to die—this 
is a law we can never diſobey. Death will not 
regard the circumſtances of men, but the 
commiſſion of God. Nor is the enemy 
afraid to announce his approach. When he 


darts the arrow he does not ſtudy ſecrecy as 
| cr thou gh 


; 


en 
an he ſuſpected diſappoititment, or fear- 


ed an illuſion of the blow. Whoever he at- 
tacks he conquers; and when we perceive 


his approach to us, we may look, and, ſe- 


rene or alarmed ſay to him, © I know that 
* thou wilt bring me to the houſe appointed 


for all living.” 


We have ſeen thats remarks exemplified 
in the man whoſe death we deplore —T 


know encomiums on the dead in general ſa- 


vor of flattery, but this ſhould not prevent 


our holding up deſerving characters to the 


glory of God, and the imitation of men. 
Where a perſon ſupports the character of a 


chriſtian and a miniſter, as our friend did, 
he deſerves to be had in honor while liv- 
ing, and when dead his e ſhould be 
bleſſed. 


Mr. Tuppen embraced the goſpel early in 


life. His attention was called to it by tlie 
preaching of the Rev. Mr. Whitfield. He 
ſoon formed a connection with a circle of 


young men, who had a thirſt for the ſtudy 
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of divinity and the ſacred languages, and 


| who held frequent and ſtated meetings for 


their mutual aſſiſtance in their ſtudies. At 


that time he commenced acquaintance with 


the Rev. Mr. Elliot and the Rev. Mr. Hart, 


who encouraged his dedication to the mi- 
niſtry. As his capacity for the work ſoon 
appeared, he was introduced to the congre- 


gation meeting at Portſmouth Common, 
where he ſpent the force and noon of his 


life. The ſucceſs attending his word was 


remarkable, and believers were multiplied. 


After a long period ſpent, and a happy con- 


nection enjoyed with them, he came to bleſs 
Bath and its vicinity. There he lived un- 


der evident marks of the divine favor; and 
the holineſs of his life, and the ſucceſs of his 
miniſtry highly entitled him to the character 
of Barnabas, he was a good man and full 
* of the Holy Ghoſt, and much people 
* was added unto the church.“ 

Mr. Tuppen's: diſpoſition was recluſe, his 
element was retirement; his home the ſtudy - 


and the pulpit. The Bible was the book he 
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delighted to honor, and Jeſus Chriſt cruci- 


| fied the Saviour he loved to extol. His pe- 


netration was quick, his judgment mature, 
his memory retentive. Having a large 
ſhare of natural ability much improved by 
giving himſelf to reading, meditation and 
* prayer,” his knowledge was very conſider- 
able and general, and he well deſerved the 
character of a great man and a prince of 


miniſters. 


He had ſeveral ſevere attacks on his con- 
ſtitution, and under the laſt lingering diſ- 
order, which terminated his mortal exiſt- 
ence, he was very ſpiritual and ſolidly com- 
fortable. If he deſired to abide a little 
longer in the fleſh, it was to be ſerviceable 
to the cauſe which he had raiſed and eſtab- 
liſhed, for he knew that to die was gain. 


When by his deſire I went to ſee him, juſt 


before his death, he ſaid, © My mind is not 
* ſo full of conſolation as I could wiſh, but 


am happy. The rod and ſtaff of Chriſt 


* comfort me. My Saviour will bring me 
* through all to glory. I ſhall never fee. 
| [7 | 5 66 you 
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* you more in this world, but I have no 
„doubt but we ſhall meet in Heaven, and 
then we will praiſe the Lord.” 


Upon a review of him, his labors and his 
ſucceſs, we may with the greateſt truth af- 
firm that he was an © able miniſter of the 
* New Teſtament” and © made full proof 
* of his work,” being a ſcribe well in- 
* ſtructed in the kingdom, and able to 
bring out of his treaſury things new and 
i old. FE 


We ſhould reaſon like men and chriſtians 
under ſuch a diſpenſation, and improve it 


I. By endeavouring to ſubmit to God, 
and acquieſce in his will. A great man 
is fallen in Iſrael, and the event is gloomy 
and trying. God maketh darkneſs his pa- 
vilion, clouds are round about him; but 
righteouſneſs and judgment are the habita- 
tion of his throne. His ways are paſt finding 
out : yet though we are unable to diſcover 
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his intention, wiſdom and love, we may 
reſt aſſured that He is wiſe, and cannot err; 


good, and cannot injure, By this ſolemn 
event, the Governor of the univerſe ſays to 


us, Be ſtill, and know that I am G0od.— 


He is ſupreme, and ſhould rule; he is per- 


fect, and can govern: and ſhall we mur; 
mur or cenſure? God is a ſovereign, but 


he never exerciſes his power towards his 
people but in a way of grace. His conduct 
reipetts a future period, and what we know 
not now, we ſhall know. hereafter. Let us 


truſt him in the darkeſt ſeaſon, and he will 


cauſe light to ſpring out of obſcurity let 


us depend upon him while toſſed on the 


moſt tempeſtuous ſea, and he vill bring us 
to a deſired haven. Then we ſhall find no dif- 
ficulty to ling, what we are now bound to 
ſubſcribe to, that © God 1s the rock, his 
© work 1s perfect, his ways are judgment, a 
God of truth and without iniquity; juſt and 
right is he.“ God withdraws the human arm 
that we may depend the more on the divine. 
Our adored idol is removed, to ſhew us the 
vanity, or our deſpiſed merey, to prove the 


value 
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value of it. God has an opportunity by 
ſuch an event to evidence his grace and 
power 1n fulfilling the promiſes made in fa- 
vor of affliction But how little of him, or 


his purpoſes are known! He can, in a 


thouſand ways, be advancing our intereſt, 
when we think him our enemy. He giveth 


no account of any of his matters, unleſs it 


pleaſes him, and when he does, it is to teach 
us that © his ways are not our ways, nor his 


_ © thoughts our thoughts.” Well, God lives 
while great men die, and his Iſrael ſhall ſuſ- 


tain no irretrievable loſs. His promiſe fails 
not forever more. He has not forgotten to 
be gracious. His purpoſes ſhall not be made 
void. The work, which appears to have 

ſuffered injury by this bereavement, is of the 
Lord, and thoſe who are the ſubjects of it, 


he will not forſake. The child lives though 


the parent dies ; and ſo ſhall thoſe, of whom 


the dear miniſter dying could ſay, © In Jeſus 
. Chriſt I have begotten you by the goſpel.” 


II. Let us be affected and ſerious under 


this event. Know ye not that a great man 


C 4 is 


L 24 


is fallen in Iſrael? © And ſhall the righteous 
* periſh and no man lay it to heart?“ 
When the valiant general falls, the nation 
mourns ; when the excellent governor dies, 
the country laments—and the kind benefac- 
tor 15 deplored. Why then ſinks the miniſ⸗ 
ter in the grave unnoticed? Becauſe we 
look at chings ſeen and temporal, not at thoſe 
which are unſeen and eternal; we value the 
body above the ſoul, we prefer the preſent 
to the future world; we ſee not the impor- 
tance of being ſaved from ſin, defended from 
the powers of darkneſs; ſpiritual liberty we 
diſregard ; heavenly benefits we neglett— 
Look round about you—truth is patithing 
out of the land; men riſe up ſpeaking per- 
verſe things to draw aſide diſciples after 
them: Who is on the Lord's fide? Or 
W here! 18 he who cares for my ſoul? And can 
we, then, ſpare any of the few valiant for the 
truth, the zealous in a good cauſe? Shall we 
not be affected with ſuch a loſs; ; particularly 
when their labors are ſo gal, and their 
lives ſo beneficial? To be inſenſible here 
is to be ſinful, Tis RENT the chaſtiſe- 
ment 
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ment of a Lord. We mah; and we 
ſhould feel. Sorrow is allowable. The tear is 
ſanctified by the Saviour, and were he pre- 
ſent, as in the days of his fleſh, he would 
groan in ſpirit, Jeſus would weep. But we 
muſt not exceed our liberty by weeping as 
thoſe who have no hope; we muſt not re- 
fuſe to be comforted ; we ſhould avoid the 
extreme, and mix with our ſorrows the con- 
ſolations of the goſpel. We are continually 
_ exchanging the garment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs, and rend your cloaths 
and gird ye with ſackcloth, is a frequent 
cry in reference to ſuch events; but while 
we weep we muſt not be ſwallowed up of 
over much ſorrow, while we feel as men we 
muſt believe as chriſtians, and while caſt 
down we muſt not fink into deſpaar. 


III. Let us be prayerful and active in the 
cauſe of God, for know ye not that a great 
man is fallen in Iſrael? Then we have the 
more to do; the exhortation comes with 
freſh force—Work while it is yet called to- 


day. We Help, Lord, for the merciful ceaſeth 
* from 
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i fromamong the children of men.“ The har- 
veſt is great but the labourers are few, pray 
eye the Lord to ſend forth more labourers in- 
© to his harveſt.” In whatever way you have 
influence uſe it. Tis the beſt cauſe. You 
have but a little time in which to act for the 
glory of God and the good of men. Par- 
ticularly miniſters ſhould be ſtirred up to 
greater zeal and diligence. Preach the word, 
be in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; whatſoever 
your hand findeth to do, do it with all your 
might. As by the death of one parent a 
double taſk devolves on the other, ſo we, 
by increaſing diligence, ſhould endeavour to 
ſupply a deficiency. As when a veſlel of 
water is taken out of a river the ſurround- 
ing particles immediately unite and refil 
the void, fo let us join in our prayers and 
exertions to ſupply this lack of ſervice. 


IV. Let us examine ourſelves and ſee 
how we have improved the bleſſing. Know 
ye not that a great man is fallen in Iſrael ? 
What uſe have we made of the miniſtry, 
the yalue of which we ſhall beſt know by the 


want ? 


1 


want? We have had opportunity to hear 
from his fruitful lips, things of the laſt mo- 


ment. Have we learned them by experi- 
ence? Are we living in the practice of 
them? His hand has been ſtretched out to 
impart of the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
Are we enriched by them? We have ſeen 
or heard the effect of theſe things upon him; 


they enabled him to live detached from 


the world, and in the view of Heaven. 


Are we likeminded ? Are we following him 


as he followed Chriſt? A great man is a 
great bleſſing if his talents are improved by 
us, otherwiſe we muſt be reproved for hav- 
ing neglected the bleſſing, and have reaſon 


to fear he will become a great curſe. Per- 


| haps we may never have another opportu- 
nity to ſport with ſuch great miniſterial 


gifts. Perhaps the good man is gone before 
to take the ſtation of a ſwift witneſs. Per- 
haps his righteous ſoul was vexed by our 
negle, and wounded by our fin ; but pru- 
dence prevented the diſcloſure of his dif- 
treſs——Well, he is gone! The grave is 


cloſed on his mortal part, We can only re- 
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member what once he was.—Thoſe eyes 
which darted intelligence are cloſed 

death! That tongue employed in warning 
every man, and teaching every. man in all 
wiſdom, is ſilenced ! "Thoſe hands, liſted up 
in prayer, Or ſtretched out to relieve, hang 
down cold and inactive The true friend, 
the eminent chriſtian, the able miniſter 1s now 
no more! We have butafew remaining hours 


and we ſhall go to him. Let us improve 
from him now, and learn to walk as he 
walked, that living and dying we may be 
the Lord's. Then our ſeparation will be but 


temporary : when we have run our race we 
{hall receive our crown, when we have done 


our work we {hall have our wages, and be 


aſſociates in everlaſting joy with thoſe who 
have been our companions in tribulation, 


v. Let us remember that no advantages 
can prevent death. A great man is fallen 


in Iſrael. Death is no reſpecter of perſons. 


He will as ſoon bid the monarch deſcend the 


throne, as the beggar quit the dunghill, 


The wiſe man dieth as the fool. Rich and 
poor 


P 5 
1 
72 £ 


* aſpiring mortal may take, he muſt be re- 


poor meet in the grave. Greatneſs and mor- 
tality have ever kept abreaſt of each other, 
but ſooner or later mortality will ſtop 
greatneſs in its career. As ſure as ſpring 
and autumn ſucceed each other, ſo great 
men riſe and fall. Whatever caution the 
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duced from his ſummit; though his excel- 
lence mount up to Heaven, and his head 
reach unto the clouds, yet he muſt periſh. 
So that in whatever way greatneſs appears 


it muſt not be vain in its boaſt. © Let not the 


* wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 


die mighty man glory in his might; let not 


* the rich man glory in his riches.” Man is 
the attractive, of death, the force of the at- 
traction, is fin, and it has ſuch a connection 
with us as never to be ſeparated here. This 
ſhould check the vanity ofman. Theſcripture 
particularly enlarges upon it; for we are prone 
to walk in a vain ſhow. But how humbling 
the thought! Is he a prince? © His breath 
* gocth forth, he returneth to his duſt, in 
* that very day his thoughts periſh.” Has 


he wealth, and boaſts he himſelf of the mul- 
titude 7 
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titude of his riches? © None of them can g1ve 
* a ranſom for him that he ſhould hve and 
* not ſee corruption.” Is he in honor? © He 
* abides not.” Death will ſtrip us of our glory, 
and take the crown from our head. Could 
we live under the influence of this obſerv- 
ation, the moſt obvious and ealy to be 


made, it might prevent much miſery, and 


by contributing to our caution would add 
to our comfort. Entering on buſineſs we 
ſhould not place much expectation on the 
world. In the commencement of the con- 
jugal ſtate we ſhould bring the grave and 


the altar together. We ſhould baptize our 


child for the dead. We ſhould ſlaken our 
purſuit of earthly good to give Heavenly 
things a more abiding place in our affec- 
tions. We ſhould more fully anſwer the end 
of our religious connection. Our deportment 
would be more ſedate, our interviews more 
ſpiritual. Our concern would be to enjoy 


more of the divine preſence, and to behave 
ourſelves as candidates for eternity. We 


ſhould engage miniſters more ſeriouſly and 


uſe them to better purpoſe. We ſhould think 


els 
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leſs of them as men, and mot of them as 
the ſervants of Gd. * 


VI. Do not put too much confidence in 

a man becauſe reputed great He muſt fall. 
The beſt tempered and fineſt poliſhed ſteel 
is the moſt brittle. Common things gene- 
rally endure beſt, and frequently thoſe men 
who have the longeſt ſtanding in the church 
are thoſe whoſe claims are humble, and who 
are to be eſteemed rather for their honeſty 
than their greatneſs. To which we may add, 
that men of fine genius are commonly feek- 
ing refinement in the pulpit, and 'tis hard 
to preſerve the ſimplicity of the goſpel with 
a diſpoſition to gratify taſte and a large ca- 
pacity of mind. They are prone to philoſo- 
phize the truth, or deny it; and tis hard to 
determine whether the church ever received 
more benefit or harm from great men. Well, 
David has told us what uſe we are to make 
of this: Think of men leſs and of God more. 
In man there is no help or continuance; we 
cannot depend on him. An athletic conſti- 
tution is not proof againſt a fall. The belt 
Tbs Eo powers 
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powers muſt fail. Knowledge will vaniſh 


away. The thoughts of the heart may ex- 
tend to a great while to come, and the 
ſchemes he meditates be conſiſtent with rea- 
ſon and religion; but the purpoſes are fruf- 
trated, and the thoughts periſh. Then put 
not your truſt in men. Would you be hap- 
py ? Make the Lord your hope and your 
truſt. He remaineth the ſame, he will not 


leave the work of his hands, the thoughts 
of his heart endure to all generations. 


God can eaſily draw creature from crea- 
ture, diſſolve connections which we take 


the moſt effectual method to render perma- 
nent, and ſhew us that we are prone to 


think of men above what we eventually find 


them to be. Proper reflection on this might 


prevent our deception and moderate ſorrow. 
But while the mind is ſanguine in its attach- 


ments, and hopes for the object deſired, re- 
flection is ſeldom uſed. Hence diſappoint- 


ment takes place of expectation, and the 


Man, in whom our delight was placed, and 
whom we ſuppoſed a laſting good, is re- 


moved 
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moved from us, "lo our rare is loſt and our 
wah muluplied. , J 


Hold all the miniſter of, God; in proper 
 reſpeRt, but idolige none: look to: them as 
inſtruments, but not as God. Uſe the light 
they have tg impart, and not only rejoice 
in it, hut be guided hy it to the holy hill, of 
Zion. There you will, ne more need their 
inſtrumentality; * the Lamb that is in the 


* midſt of the throne ſhall feed you, and lead 

*you to fountains of living water, and God will 
* be your glory.” There thoſe ſhall riſe to fall 
no more, who have fallen by the ſnares of 
Satan, the force of exertion, or the power 
of diſorder. The hands and feet which have 
been long bound by grave cloaths ſhall be 
looſed; the tongue, now quiet in death, 
ſhall again, and for ever, engage in his 
praiſe, who changed the darkneſs of the 
grave into the marvelous light of immor- 
tality ! 


To effect this a great man and a prince 
once fell in Iſrael. —He fell, but is riſen, and 


| ſhall. 
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gal fall no more. Hark! He ſpeaks com- 
fort: Fear not, I am he that liveth and 
** was dead, I am alive for ever more. His 
life is the churches ſecurity; in” Him we 
| have infinitely more than we can looſe—to 
Him let us look—on Him let us depend, 
and, in the exerciſe of ſubmiſſion, patience 
and faith, all the days "of our appointe 
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